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♦ Estimates range from 960,000 incidents of violence against a current or former spouse, boyfriend, or 

girlfriend per year1 to three million women who are physically abused by their husband or boyfriend 
per year.2  

 
♦ Nearly one-third of American women (31 percent) report being physically or sexually abused by a 

husband or boyfriend at some point in their lives, according to a 1998 Commonwealth Fund survey.3  
 
♦ An estimated 2.8 million children were reported as suspected child abuse or neglect cases in 1998 

and over 900,000 of them were confirmed as victims of child abuse and neglect.4 
 
♦ The U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse suggests that domestic violence may be the single major 

precursor to child abuse and neglect fatalities in this country.5 
 
♦ Data from a 1995 Gallup Poll of family violence suggest that from 1.5 million to 3.3 million children 

witness domestic violence each year.6 
 
♦ In a national survey of more than 6,000 American families, 50 percent of the men who frequently 

assaulted their wives also frequently abused their children.7 
 
♦ In 200 substantiated child abuse reports, the Massachusetts Dept. of Social Services found that 48 

percent of the case records mentioned adult domestic violence.8 
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♦ Children who witness domestic violence are more likely to exhibit behavioral and physical health 

problems including depression, anxiety, and violence towards peers.9 They are also more likely to 
attempt suicide, abuse drugs and alcohol, run away from home, engage in teenage prostitution, and 
commit sexual assault crimes.10 

 
♦ Slightly more than half of female victims of intimate violence live in households with children under 

age 12.11 
 
♦ In a 1993 study, the Oregon Department of Human Resources reported that domestic violence was 

present in 41 percent of families experiencing critical injuries or deaths due to child abuse and 
neglect.12 

 
♦ Children who grow up in violent homes can become violent themselves.  Exposure to domestic 

violence can cause behavioral and emotional problems that last for a lifetime.  Youth violence is 
unacceptably high.  From 1989 to 1993, the caseload in juvenile courts rose 23 percent while the 
juvenile population rose by less than eight percent.  During that same period, personal offense cases 
processed by juvenile courts increased by 52 percent.13 

 
♦ Men who as children witnessed their parents' domestic violence are twice as likely to abuse their 

own wives than sons of nonviolent parents.14 
 
♦ One study of 2,245 children and teenagers found that recent exposure to violence in the home was a 

significant factor in predicting a child’s violent behavior.15 
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